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“La circolazione dei fogli periodici aumenta il numero delle 
azioni della mente umana, dalle quali dipende la perfezione 
delle idee e de’ costumi.”  

Cesare Beccaria, “Il Caffè” (1764) 
    
    
 
 

“The circulation of periodicals multiplies those activities of 
 the human mind on which the improvement of our ideas and 
customs depends.” 

.        Cesare Beccaria, “Il Caffè” (1764) 
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Keynote Session 1: Crossing Borders: Magazines, Conflict, and the Institution of the 
Avant-Garde 
Andrew Thacker (Nottingham Trent University) 
 
This paper considers what happens when we write the history of magazines into existing theorisations of 
the avant-garde.  By examining a small range of modernist magazines the paper suggests that the borders 
between conceptions of modernism and the avant-garde are difficult to maintain, demonstrating that we 
require more flexible notions of these two terms once we pay more attention to periodical culture. The 
paper will thus focus upon two examples to illustrate these points: the first is Broom, an expatriate 
American magazine based in Europe in the 1920s; the second is Partisan Review, an important American 
magazine of left critique in the 1930s. 
 

Keynote Session 2: Arab women in Western print press during the Arab Spring: Images 
and attitudes 
Zahra Mustafa- Awad (University of Jordan) 
 
The role of media in forming public opinion is well established in the literature, but the audiences’ 
awareness of its contribution to constructing their attitudes has not received enough consideration. This 
study investigates the impact of Arab women’s representation in selected Western newspapers during the 
Arab Spring on their perception by European university students. Discourse analysis and corpus linguistic 
approaches have been adopted to analyze 1090 articles on Arab women published during the period 2010 – 
2015 by popular German, American and British daily newspapers and weekly news magazines. The focus is 
on analyzing lexical choices made by journalists to portray Arab women and their impact on their recurrent 
negative stereotypes and their perception by German university students.  The findings indicate that the 
established negative stereotypes of Arab women in the news have been breaking up since the Arab Spring 
and new images of them as agents of change and fighters for their rights have emerged. Such depictions of 
Arab women in news media seem to have affected the attitudes of German students towards them, and 
they tend to be aware of that effect. These results have important implications for integrating media 
education in the general courses offered by both Western and Arab universities.  
 

Keynote Session 3: Allies and Enemies. Avant-garde Journals in Florence (1903-15) 
Anna Baldini (Università per Stranieri di Siena) 
  
In 1864 Florence briefly became the capital of the newly-founded Italian Kingdom. Though losing such a 
political status already in 1871, the city remained one of the intellectual hubs of the nation, ascending 
during the first decades of the 21st century to the role of Italy’s literary capital; there resided until WWII 
the most acclaimed writers, influential literary journals and prestigious literary publishers. This ascent 
began in 1903, when a 22 year-old aspiring philosopher, who will soon convert his rampant ambition to 
literary writing, Giovanni Papini (1881-1956), founded the philosophical journal «Leonardo» (1903-7), along 
with likely minded peers. Around this journal and its successors, «La Voce» (1908-1916) and «Lacerba» 
(1913-15) gathered a group of young intellectuals and artists, which I will define as the Florentine Avant-
garde. Though usually not described as such by literary histories, this group of intellectuals can be read as a 
typical example of what the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu defines as an avant-garde: an alliance of 
new entrants in an intellectual field, whose interest in accumulating a symbolic capital of prestige and 
recognition explains their structural opposition to the dominant cultural hierarchy, as well as their need to 
overturn it. By drawing on Bourdieu’s sociological theory of cultural fields, I will explore the crucial role 
played by the journals «Leonardo», «La Voce» and «Lacerba» in the ascent of the Florentine Avant-garde. I 
will highlight its opposition not only to the established intellectual figures of the time, but also to another 
Avant-garde: the Futurists led by Filippo Tommaso Marinetti (1876-1944). I will also recount how new 
periodicals were born from the struggles and secessions characterizing the life-span of this avant-garde, as 
well as of any other alliance of new entrants in a literary, artistic or intellectual field. 
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PANEL 1: Women Editors and Cultural Conflict from a Transnational Perspective 
 
 

1.1 Mrs Crackenthorpe Vs Mr Isaac Bickerstaff: a lady's answer to The Tatler   
Patrizia Nerozzi (IULM, Milan) 

 
"I hope Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. will not think I invade his property, by undertaking a paper of this kind." 
Addison and Steele’s Tatler had been published for three months when on 8 July 1709 The Female Tatler 
was launched for the first time in the streets of London. The Tatler appeared three times a week, the new 
double-sided sheet was issued three times as well but on alternating days. Obviously, the printers’ decision 
was to present it as a complement to rather than a competitor of The Tatler. The author declared to be 
Phoebe Crackenthorpe, “a lady who knows everything.” “Mrs Crackenthorpe” is believed to be the 
pseudonym of Delarivier Manley, playwright and author of scandalous bestsellers. She was the author of 
the first fifty-one issues till the paper was taken over by the joint authorship of “a Society of Ladies.” 
Delarivier Manley had been arrested for seditious libel, due to her satirical portrayal of many prominent 
Whigs controlling Queen Anne’s government in her scandalous roman à clef Secret Memoirs from the New 
Atalantis. On 26 September 1710 Addison and Steele’s Tatler declared The Female Tatler officially dead.   
The publication history of The Female Tatler, which also includes a “spurious paper”, the fake Female 
Tatler, is a rather intricate one and still under scholarly investigation, often for lack of reliable documentary 
evidence. Moreover, an eminent scholar like Roy Porter considers The Female Spectator, which appeared in 
1744, the first magazine written by, for and about women as, according to his opinion, The Female Tatler 
was actually an all-male affair. It is not my purpose to provide a detailed survey of  attributions and 
speculations on the identity of the authors, but to confront  Mrs Crackenthorpe with Isaac Bickerstaff Esq., 
Steele’s pseudonym, the authors of the two contemporary periodicals, who under a fictitious mask are 
engaged in a contest for keeping a good share of the audience. My paper will try to demonstrate how Mrs. 
Crackenthorpe, although neither a scholarly or intellectual woman, staged this multifaceted dispute 
through vivid and witty descriptions which relied on the Eighteenth century’s idea of the “malleability” of 
the individual.  
 
  
1.2. Elisabetta Caminer Turra against Jean-Jacques Rousseau: literary salons, female periodicals and the 
gradual shift in the paradigm of domesticity 
Christina Bezari (Ghent University)       
  
During the second half of the 18th century, the emergence of the salons in the Veneto region defined a 
new position for women’s access to culture. Italian women who wished to create a space for 
representation, information and cultural mediation organized or frequented those literary gatherings which 
gave them the opportunity to create informal female networks. Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a fierce 
opponent of the salon culture of his time which was in his view promulgated by impudent women of great 
ambition. His deep-rooted concern over the unnatural domination of the salonnière echoed beyond French 
borders thus triggering one of the most significant intergenerational conflicts of the long 18th century. This 
paper probes the premises as well as the results of Rousseau’s conflict with the Italian woman editor and 
salonnière Elisabetta Caminer Turra concerning female education and the participation of women in the 
public dialogue. In order to gain a thorough understanding of this conflict, I will begin by exploring 
Rousseau’s and Turra’s views on the role of the press as well as on the role of the literary salons which 
functioned as platforms of female expression and cultural exchange. I will then focus on a few 
underexplored articles excerpt from Turra’s monthly periodical Nuovo Giornale Enciclopedico d’Italia where 
she objected Rousseau’s views on the intellectual inferiority of women. By taking into account the larger 
sociopolitical context in which Turra disseminated her ideas, I will finally discuss her periodical’s 
contribution in the gradual subversion of domesticity as the sole paradigm of female educati  
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1.3. Competition over readership in nineteenth-century Russian fashion magazines. The case of Modnyi 
magazin (1862-1883) 
Maria Alesina (Ghent University)    
 
Since fashion magazines in the 19C Russian empire were very profitable ventures, direct and indirect 
conflicts among publishers and editors constituted an inevitable part of a constant competition over 
readership. The periodicals themselves served as public platforms for this competition: rather than leaving 
it up to the audience to decide, editors were explicitly trying to convince their readers of the superiority of 
their magazines. While all the editors were trying to find some additional peculiarities, the latest fashion 
news from Paris were still the primary issue at stake: providing readers with the fashion plates and explicit 
descriptions promptly and affordably was the main selling token on the market. In the pages of their 
publications, editors were making authoritative but often arbitrary claims about their superiority, which 
were as provocative to their competitors as they must have been convincing to the audience. By 
contrasting their own periodicals to competing publications, publishers and editors were pursuing a double 
goal: in addition to ensuring the readers of the uniqueness and indispensability of their magazines, they 
were also attempting to diminish the credibility of their major competitors. This approach was a common 
trait of popular mainstream publications targeted at the same readership. I will present a case of publisher 
and editor of Modnyi magazin (1862-1883) Sofia Mei to show how she used her publication both for 
claiming its uniqueness and countering the similar claims of her competitors (publishers of popular Modnyi 
svet and Novyi Russkii bazar).   
 
 
1.4. Women editors, editorial conflict, and transnational correspondence: an analysis of the feminist 
periodical, Dokumente der Frauen (1899-1902)  
Charlotte D’Eer (Ghent University) 
 
Due to the precarious financial and social situation of women editors at the end of the nineteenth century 
and beginning of the twentieth century in Europe, women had to collaborate, network and unify to enable 
the editing of periodicals. Conflict is part of the inevitable –and often necessary process to shape ideas and 
to make editorial choices. As a result, conflict manifests itself in women editor’s personal correspondence 
as well as in their periodicals. In this paper, I will investigate 1) how personal conflict manifests itself within 
the correspondence between women editors, 2) how conflicting ideas between women editors reflect, 
visualize and/or (re)shape their periodical. For this purpose, I will investigate the Viennese woman 
periodical Dokumente der Frauen which was edited by Auguste Fickert (1855-1910), Marie Lang (1858-
1934) and Rosa Mayreder (1858-1938). One year into the publication of Dokumente, Fickert and Mayreder 
left the editorial board and the new editor in chief became Marie Lang. This editorial switch indicates an 
ongoing conflict in the organization and creation of Dokumente der Frauen. I will underscore the fact that 
conflict between these three women editors functions as a mediator between personal networks and the 
periodical. In doing so, I will sample and look into a vast collection of letters and personal documents 
constructed by these women editors. This approach rethinks the role of the woman editor in dealing with 
personal, financial and editorial conflict. 
 
 
 

◊
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PANEL 2: Linguistic Conflicts in the Legal Periodical Press 

 
 

2.1. Linguistic conflict for conflicting periodicals 
Sebastiaan Vandenbogaerde (Ghent University)      
  
In Belgium two languages are dominant: French in Wallonia and Flemish – which is seen as a variant of 
Dutch – in Flanders. When in 1830 the country gained independence, the French speaking revolutionaries 
acknowledged a constitutional linguistic freedom. In practice it amounted to the complete Frenchification 
of the industrial, political and legal elite. In the courtroom, attorneys-in-law and judges refused to use 
Flemish even when all parties spoke that language. When Flemish speaking citizens were wrongfully 
condemned, jurists in support of the Flemish language urged for the use of Flemish in courtrooms, 
administration and legal documents, a process finalized in 1935.    

 This paper wants to assess how legal periodicals responded to the linguistic struggle. Legal periodicals 
document this linguistic conflict very well and played a crucial role to introduce Flemish within the court 
rooms in Flanders and to develop a legal language which could be understood by the Flemish population. 
Those journals openly stated: “In Vlaanderen Vlaamsch” (In Flanders Flemish) and some titles, such as the 
Francophone Journal des Tribunaux and the Flemish Rechtskundig Weekblad, fought openly about the 
Flemish question in legal matters. Other titles, such as the Tijdschrift voor Privaatrecht, resulted from a 
genuine discontent of one linguistic group in the other. Furthermore appear ‘mirror-journals’ as editors at 
both linguistic sides seem to copy each other, developing a parallel publication network in one national 
entity. The most important sources for this paper will be editorial statements and a closer look on the 
actors in the periodicals.    
   
 
2.2. Conflict between the old and the new legal language in the Estonian law journal ÕIGUS /LAW   
Merike Ristikivi (University of Tartu)  
 
The time of the 1920s is of special significance in the history of Estonia: for the first time, the country 
enjoyed sovereignty, and a parliamentary democracy was established. Developing a legal order for our own 
state and drafting new legislation became undoubtedly one of the priorities in the Republic of Estonia, 
which was born in 1918. Until the adoption of the new laws, the old ones remained in force, having been 
imposed during the Russian Tsarist regime. At the outset of selfdetermination, great importance was 
attached to the Estonian language, which began to be used for legal studies, legislation, and practice of law 
in general, ousting the Russian and German languages, which had previously been used for legal purposes.   

Creation of the new legal language and enrichment of vocabulary took place also in the journal Õigus / 
Law, published in 1920–1940 by the Association of Jurists, in Tartu. From the very first issue in 1920 up to 
1922, lists of terms appeared in Õigus / Law, providing Estonian translations of the formerly used Russian 
and German terms. Thus in 3 years the lists of terms from the Penal Code, Criminal Justice Code, Civil Court 
Proceedings Code and the Civil Code Act appeared. The aim was to contribute to the development of the 
Estonian language as a truly civilised language, so the work done was most thorough and systematic. 
However, sometimes the terminology committee suffered setbacks. There were those among both 
prominent lawyers and linguists who firmly opposed terminological reforms. This presentation will focus on 
these pro and contra arguments and debates, published in Õigus / Law.   
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2.3. The Irish language and legal periodicals, 1922-1939   
Thomas Mohr (University College Dublin School of Law)  
 
The revival of the Irish language was a major objective for Irish nationalists in the early 20th century. The 
secession of most of the island of Ireland from the United Kingdom in 1922 appeared to bring this objective 
closer to realisation. The new Irish Free State declared the Irish language to be the “national language” 
while the English language was recognised in a secondary capacity as an “official language”. One of the first 
manifestations of this policy of language revival concerned the field of law. Proficiency in the Irish language 
was declared to be a mandatory requirement for entrance into the legal profession. Provision was made for 
the issuing of all official legal instruments in the Irish and English languages. This required the creation of a 
large number of new legal terms that had not previously existed in the Irish language. Yet the attempt at 
language revival met a great deal of resistance in many quarters of Irish society. Irish legal periodicals 
proved to be among the most important sources of resistance to this project. These journals provided an 
outlet for members of the Irish legal profession to express dissatisfaction with the policy of language 
revival. This policy was accused of being unrealistic, discriminatory and of threatening to fracture the unity 
of the Irish legal profession that was still held in common by both the Irish Free State and Northern Ireland 
in the early 1920s despite the partitioning of the island. By the late 1920s the Irish language revival project 
was accused of shattering this unity and separate legal professions were created for the Irish Free State and 
for Northern Ireland. This paper will examine the impact of language revival on Irish law in the 1920s and 
1930s. This period includes the drafting of the Irish Constitutions of 1922 and 1937 that had a major impact 
on the attempt at language revival in the field of law. In particular, this paper will assess the value of legal 
periodicals as important sources in assessing the successes and failures of this policy of language revival in 
Ireland.  
 
 

◊ 
 
 
 

PANEL 3: Dictating Socio-Cultural Agendas: Factions and Fashions 

 
3.1. The girl problem in the interwar periodicals  
Hogara Matsumoto (Sophia University, Japan)  
 
In late nineteenth-century Britain the word “girl” was often used in periodicals to refer to such “bad” yet 
attractive figures as “Girl of the Period”. The working-class girls were attracted to the images of the 
demimonde whereas the editors of The Girl’s Own Paper and Atalanta carried articles on the health and 
education of young girls in an attempt to domesticate them and make them not only good girls but also 
respectable mothers of the British Empire. The present paper shifts its focus on the fin de siècle and early 
twentieth-century Britain, and by analyzing the discourses and images of the girls in Oscar Wilde’s The 
Woman’s World and such interwar women’s periodicals as Good Housekeeping and Time and Tide, 
attempts to argue that the word “girl” was in a sense a battlefield where liberal feminists and conservative 
feminists fought. My analysis will eventually uncover that something similar to the cotemporary conflict 
between Post Feminists and the Third Wave Feminists was already seen in the literary and popular 
discourses of early twentieth century Britain.  
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3.2. Ending the silence - dictatorship in women's periodicals, Greece 1967-74  
Aled Gruffydd Jones (Panteion University, Athens) and Gioula Koutsopanagou (Greek Open University) 
  
An in-depth study of women's periodicals in the period of the Greek junta, 1967-74, itself part of a broader 
nation-wide research project on the twentieth-century periodical press in Greece led by scholars at 
Panteion University and actively supported by three national press trade unions, opens up a number of 
issues regarding periodical print culture in an anti-democratic polity. The paper will present some salient 
early outcomes, based largely on studies of subtle changes in the formats, illustrative styles and written 
content of a sample of women's periodicals. These suggest that, during the long socio-cultural reaction that 
followed the military coup of 21 April 1967, the idea and image of the 'modern woman' prevailed in the 
women's magazines, but in a form that was devoid of meaningful content regarding, for example work, 
education, sexuality and reproductive health, or women's political involvement. The 'double silence' of a 
press set apart for women in a period of dictatorship sought to maintain the fiction of the depoliticised, 
fashion and family-focused woman in a régime of repression. Additional oral history evidence, from 
producers and readers of popular women's magazines, and gathered as part of the project, also hint at 
contemporary strategies of subversion, of hidden photographs, word-of-mouth reportage and anti-fascist 
networking. This evidence foregrounds the silences, as well as the dictated presences, in the text, by 
allowing some of those muted voices to be heard.  
  
 

 

◊ 
 
 
PANEL 4: Conflict and Conflicts 1: European Modernist Magazines (1918-1940) 
 
 
4.1. Conflict and conflicts: a look at European modernist magazines (1918-1940)  
Raffaele Donnarumma (University of Pisa), Giovanni Bassi (Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa), Emilia David, 
Serena Grazzini, Stefano Garzonio, Antonietta Sanna, Valeria Tocco, Giovanna Tomassucci (University  of 
Pisa)  
  
The aim of our panel is to describe the role played by European literary periodicals in the troubled period 
between the two World Wars (1914-1940). We will focus on the themes, the communication and cultural 
strategies, and the verbal and visual rhetoric adopted by some of the most important magazines. Through 
the voices of various scholars the panel shows how these cultural magazines reacted to complex political, 
aesthetic and ethical issues, from Portugal to Spain, France and Italy, from Germany and England to Poland, 
Russia and Romania. In a time when authoritarian regimes imposed a linguistic and cultural closure, literary 
periodicals tackled the questions of nationalism, conflict and war through prolific international networks.  

The Pisa research group completed the project La rete dei modernismi europei. Riviste letterarie e 
canone modernista (1918-1940) in 2015-2016 and published a volume under the same title, edited by 
Raffaele Donnarumma and Serena Grazzini (Morlacchi, Perugia 2016).  

The group collaborates with the Center for European Modernism Studies (CEMS) in Perugia, directed by 
Massimiliano Tortora and Annalisa Volpone, and is involved in the digitization of some European modernist 
magazines in collaboration with the Istituto di Linguistica Computazionale of the CNR, Fondazione Camillo 
Caetani, CNRS (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique) in Paris.  
 
 
 
 

◊ 
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PANEL 5: Conflicting Paradigms in the Press and their Context 

 
 
5.1. Conflict in the mid-Victorian Press: sensationalism and its foes  
Sara Frühwirth (University of Vienna)  
 
Due to its shocking contents but pre-eminently because of its huge popularity among the reading masses, 
the Victorian sensation novel caused a louder outcry than many other contemporary literary innovations, 
leading to a lively discussion between critics and advocates of the genre in the mid-Victorian periodical 
press.   

The conflict between anti-sensational critics and proponents of sensationalist writing was couched in a 
highly emotional, exaggerated and metaphorical rhetoric. Besides using the language of contagion and 
addiction, many contemporary critics used food metaphors in their criticism. On the one hand, they 
animadverted against the reading public’s “jaded appetite and perverted taste” and, on the other hand, 
passed severe censure on the authors who devoted themselves to “supply[ing] the cravings of [the reading 
public’s] diseased appetite” by producing “highly seasoned garbage” instead of “solid food”. But also 
advocates of sensation fiction, like George Augustus Sala, employed the language of food, namely to 
expose the hypocrisy of more conservative critics, who by feigning concern for the reading public’s 
wellbeing tried to prevent people from indulging in what they considered to be “unwholesome” reading 
material.  

In this paper I intend to give an overview of the multifarious food metaphors used in periodical 
discussions of the sensation phenomenon and argue that the employment of this emblematic rhetoric was 
a rhetorical strategy that enabled critics to create a web of associations targeting a plethora of fundamental 
human fears in their efforts to expose and suppress the subversive potential of sensation fiction.  
 

 
5.2. “Ireland is reduced to scissors and paste”: circumventing censorship in the Irish press, 1914-1915   
Stephan Pigeon (McGill University, Montreal, QC)  
   
On 14 December 1914, Sinn Féin founder and journalist Arthur Griffith launched a newspaper entitled 
Scissors and Paste as a direct response to his Dublin newspaper Eire-Ireland being shut down under the 
Defence of the Realm Act ten days previous. Scissors and Paste was a political statement and community 
resource offering an Irish perspective on the war in Europe and British political aggression at home. What is 
unique to Griffith’s aptly named paper is that the periodical’s content was made entirely from previously 
published sources. In contrast to earlier snippet papers from the Victorian period, Scissors and Paste relied 
not only on relevant journalism sources but also clippings from sermons, history texts, poetry and music, 
and legislation. Furthermore, in collecting printable material, Griffith turned to print markets in Ireland, 
England, Australia, and the United States for content and commentary. Griffith’s paper demonstrates an 
important moment for ‘scissors-and-paste’ journalism as newsgathering technique that could circumvent 
censorship and thwart British authority in regulating the Irish press. In this paper, I explore how Arthur 
Griffith responded to the conflict of censorship in the periodical press with innovation that recycled a wide-
variety texts to supplement his political voice. I situate this research inside Griffith’s longterm commitment 
to the free press in Ireland and I show how Scissors and Paste provides an access point for understanding 
the ways that texts change in shape and meaning when they cross local, provincial, and national borders. It 
is a cultural history that focuses on the commercial, intellectual, and political aspects of the periodical press 
in early-twentieth century Ireland.    
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5.3. Like Oil and Water? Interrogating fashion photography as political comment in Vogue Italia  
Megan Le Masurier (University of Sydney)  
 
In September 2010, Vogue Italia ran a 24-page fashion spread by photographer Steven Meisel. Entitled 
‘Water & Oil’, it was inspired by the Deepwater Horizon oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico that began in April 
that year. An oil-smeared, half-dead model, Kristen McMenamy, was draped across rocks on a devastated 
coastline, clad in couture, and, in one arresting shot, spewed water from her mouth like a dying bird. The 
fashion spread provoked conflicting responses in both new and old media, as many of Meisel’s shoots for 
Vogue Italia have. Through an analysis of the commentary from journalists and readers across many 
websites and blogs, the dominant sentiment emerges that a boundary had been crossed: fashion 
photography had no right to use environmental catastrophe as a backdrop for the promotion of fashion, 
and no right to use this genre as a vehicle for political comment. Many of the responses echoed Angela 
McRobbie’s argument, that fashion media (and especially Vogue) can only conceive of political reality as 
“gestures of style…they can never take the form of social analysis” (1998: 173). But, as Stuart Hall notes, 
“What unsettles culture is ‘matter out of place’ – the breaking of our unwritten rules and codes” (1997: 
236).  

Using ‘Water & Oil’ as a case study, this paper will interrogate the assumptions behind the critiques and 
ask: why does fashion photography as political comment cause such conflict, especially when it appears in a 
commercial periodical such as Vogue?  

 
 
 

◊ 

 
 
 

PANEL 6: Covering Conflict over Women’s Rights in the Feminist Periodical Press 

 
 
6.1. Transnational feminism, the interview and the struggle for women’s rights: the Women’s Penny 
Paper and Woman’s Herald (1888-93)  
Marianne Van Remoortel (Ghent University)  
 
The Women’s Penny Paper (1888-90), later the Woman’s Herald (1891-93), was the first British feminist 
periodical to include interviews as a regular feature. As F. Elizabeth Gray has recently argued, the WPP/WH 
wrestled the format from the sensationalist press, turning it into a “weapon for political transformation” 
(152). In just under five years, the paper published over 160 interviews with notable women. These 
interviews typically elaborated on the domestic settings in which the conversation had taken place (usually 
the interviewee’s own home or private residence), foregrounding the “charming” and “pleasant” character 
of her intimate living environment. According to Gray, they thus “betray conflicts that reflect the pervasive 
influence of the gender constructions they sought to modify” (156).   

My proposed contribution will look at the interviews in the WPP/WH from a different perspective. 
Rather than seeing the alignment of femininity with domesticity as necessarily at odds with the WPP/WH’s 
political activism, I will take up Michelle Tusan’s suggestion that the interviews were part of editor 
Henrietta Muller’s strategy to “connect women” (115). Tusan’s focus is on how the WPP/WH drew British 
readers together into an Andersonian “imagined community” defined by gender rather than nation (115). 
My article, by contrast, will set out from the commonly overlooked statistic that 25% of the interviewees 
were non-British. Drawing on Bruno Latour’s actor-network theory, I will examine how the new format of 
the private interview enabled the WPP/WH to shape its public struggle for change as a joint transnational 
effort in and through the periodical press.   
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6.2. “Remember, it was not the slave who set the slave free:” The politics of circulating “slavery” in 
feminist periodicals in Western Europe   
 Sophie Van den Elzen (Utrecht University)  
   
My paper will examine the frequent use of “slavery imagery” to represent women’s conditions in feminist 
women’s periodicals in Western Europe, 1870-1900 (Maschke, Karen. Women and the American Legal 
Order. Routledge, 2013), in conjunction with their discussions of the American institution of slavery. By 
performing close readings of articles and passages referencing American slavery published in feminist 
periodicals in Paris, Berlin and Amsterdam, the paper will show that these references had a variety of 
functions, including linking the women’s cause to a broader narrative of global freedom struggles and 
promulgating the notion that the end of slavery was primarily the achievement of white women. My paper 
will focus on the Dutch women’s periodicals Ons Streven, Evolutie, Belang en Recht and De Vrouw to 
elucidate another important feature of these references: in the often intense ideological and economic 
competition between these publications, their dissimilar engagements with, representations of, and 
eagerness to draw parallels with American slavery can be read not only as markers of conflict, but also as a 
weapon in that conflict. The publications’ different degrees of interest in slavery reflect different outlooks 
on transnational and transcultural solidarity, relations to socialist movements as well as different degrees 
of radicalism. By nurturing or discouraging their readership’s cosmopolitan outlook and solidarity across 
race lines, these periodicals sought to establish differentiated, stable readerships. I will argue, then, that 
the ideological effects flowing from discussions of slavery were a by-product of factionalism among feminist 
editors, rather than an ethical point of departure.   
  
  
6.3. Dialogue and Conflict in “Correspondence” in the Feminist Periodical Press  
Ana Kolarić (University of Belgrade) 
  
I will explore how “Correspondence” in two feminist periodicals was utilized not only as a space for criticism 
of “old”, stereotypical gender roles and identities, but also as a tool for construction of new gender 
identities. Editors of these periodicals produced critical dialogue and conflict in order to strengthen their 
own positions and political aims.    

“Correspondence” in the The Freewoman. A Weekly Feminist Review (1911-1912), founded by Dora 
Marsden and Mary Gawthrope, covered around one third of entire magazine’s contents. Letters were often 
signed by teachers, social workers, medical doctors, literary writers, activists. In some cases they were 
signed by pseudonym, although the sender’s name ought to be revealed to the editors. A heated debate 
often occurred between feminists and conservatives, Edwardian suffragettes (but anti-feminists) and 
feminists, anarchists and socialists, conservatives and sexual radicals. Sometimes, the same debate would 
continue over the several issues.  

Žena danas /Woman Today (1936-1940), was founded by Yugoslav Communist Party (this was “an open 
secret”) and aimed at the female youth. A number of women were its editors over four years. Readers’ 
letters, possibly written by editors themselves, were mainly signed with simple phrase (“A worker”, “A 
student”). Many letters celebrated appearance of a new woman, who is financially independent and thus 
free to marry only for love, unlike the generation of mothers and grandmothers who married in order to 
solve their social and economic status. This apparently “generational conflict” served as a step towards 
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creating young communist woman. Voices of elderly women were never directly heard, only paraphrased 
and transmitted through letters by their “daughters”.   

Exploration of the “Correspondence” in these two periodicals will shed light on transforming and 
mobilizing powers of the dialogue and conflict. However, it will take into account possible limitations: 
Whose voices are heard? In which ways are debates and conflicts shaped by power relations?  

  
 
  

◊ 
 
 
PANEL 7: Conflict and Conflicts 2: European Modernist Magazines (1918-1940) 
 
 
7.1. The journalistic discourse on conflict in the periodical “Însemnări ieșene” / “Notes from Iași” (1936-
1940)  
Iulian Cătălin Dănilă (”Apollonia” University of Iași)  
 
Published between January 1st 1936 and October 1st 1940, in a period of great turmoil, the periodical 
“Însemnări ieșene” (Romania) undoubtedly reconnected the artistic and intellectual life of Iaşi, the 
easternmost city of the country and former capital, to the national cultural press between the wars and had 
great impact on culture and society.   

The present paper discusses the manner in which the periodical (in its editorials and international news 
column) reflects the conflictual political events at the end of the 40s (e.g. the Spanish Civil War, Germany’s 
expansionist policy and the outset of WWII) and the way in which it influenced public opinion in Romania. 
The periodical was open to all aspects in the cultural, scientific, literary, social and political life of the 
country. However, as a consequence of the mounting pressure on the political stage, of the social and 
political events at home and abroad at the time, the journal felt it was its duty to presented ampler 
chronicles and analyses of the emerging conflicts.   

Unique in Romania’s periodical landscape, the journalistic discourse in „Însemnări ieșene” presents the 
incipient international conflicts positioning itself in favour of reason, peace and democratic values, and aims 
at influencing and shaping opinions, attitudes and actions in the Romanian society of the time, marred by a 
deep divide and by the king’s personality cult.  

   
 
 
7.2. Secession in the Hungarian Avant-Gardes during WWI and its long-term impact on the Avant-Gardes 

Eszter Balázs (János Kodolányi University, Budapest) 
 
In this paper I would like to present debates characterising the Hungarian avant-garde in its early period 
(1915-1919). Hungarian avant-garde was born during the First World War and from its beginnings was 
marked by strong self-reflection. As WWI progressed, the transformation of society became a chief aim of 
the movement; however its members conceive it differently. By 1917 in the avant-garde journal Ma 
selfreflections lead to proper debates when the young critic József Révai urged the merger of literature into 
politics. These disputes caused Révai and three other communist-influenced writers to break with Lajos 
Kassák, the most prestigious figure of the Hungarian avant-garde. Standing against them, Sándor Barta 
stood up in Ma late 1918 for “social art” and rejected dogmatic application of theories.  

The writing in Ma published between the political end of the First World War up to the 
proclamation of the Hungarian Soviet Republic in March 1919 centred on a definition of (revolutionary) art, 
whether referring to it as “socialist”, “communist” or without qualifier, that stood against “party-political 
art”. This meant distinguishing the interaction between art and the world – as urged by the avant-garde 
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movement – from the subordination to politics desired by the Communist Party. Kassák and Ma-group 
continued to have polemics but therefore with the CP in power. Kassák introduced the term “activism” 
presenting it as an endless search rather than the “speculative revolution of the parties”. His last piece for 
Ma during the Republic of Councils was an open letter to Béla Kun to protect their artistic autonomy.   

 
 
7.3. Framing Futurism in Hungary (1909–1944)   
Dobó Gábor (Kassák Museum, Budapest – Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest) 
 
In my presentation, I set out to examine how the reception of Futurism in Hungary depended on the 
political situation, the structure of the literary field and the then dominant strategies of interpreting art in 
East-Central Europe. The main attitudes towards Futurism had a country-specific background, yet also 
resembled certain tendencies in other countries at the time. In Hungary, according to the most widespread 
narrative of cultural thought, the phenomena of modernity were considered symptoms of a declining age, 
and Italian Futurism came to be seen as an embodiment of decline. Using the power of this symbol, 
interpreters called more and more Modernist initiatives ‘Futurism’. Attaching this label to a given artistic 
initiative generally meant condemnation. Thus, Futurism morphed into a phenomenon deemed to alien to 
the Hungarian national character. From the mid-1920s, Futurism also became a metaphor for Fascist Italy. 
In Hungary, the cult of the ‘modernizing’, ‘Futurist’ (i.e. Fascist) Italy was linked to a specific geopolitical 
context. Hungarian diplomacy thought of Italy as an ally to vindicate territorial revisionist claims, while Italy 
was seeking allies in the region for its Balkans policy. This way, Futurism, which had been condemned by 
the mid-1920s as ‘unintelligible’, ‘crazy’ or ‘alien’ by Hungarian cultural critics, was suddenly re-interpreted 
and became the embodiment of the “modern and at the same time conservative” Fascist Italy. In my 
presentation I will analyse the various media representations of Italian Futurism appeared in the Hungarian 
press between 1909 and 1944. I examine the mainstream daily press, the so called ‘tabloid’ journals as well 
as the modernist and avant-garde little magazines.  
  
 
 

◊ 

 
 

PANEL 8: Conflict as Cultural Conundrum 

 
8.1. Yanhuang Chunqiu and the Debate on Constitutionalism in China (2012-2014)  
Bettina Mottura (University of Milan)  
  
On December 4, 2012, Xi Jinping delivered a speech to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the 
promulgation and implementation of China’s constitution. Xi Jinping’s talk discussed of governing the 
country and managing power “in accordance with the constitution” (Qian Gang 2013, 2014).  

A lively debate flourished in response to the official position, focussing mainly on the implementation of 
constitutional principles in the country. The discussion on constitutionalism implicitly involved crucial issues 
for the Chinese political system and the debate became a battlefield where competing political views 
indirectly confront each other. Scholars, intellectuals, the military and members of the CCP lively 
contributed to the discussion (Creemers, 2015).  

The debate on constitutionalism, after periods of varying intensity, culminated when a document on 
“governing the country according to the law” was issued by the fourth plenum of the central Committee of 
the CCP in October 23, 2014. The decision reaffirmed the official positions held in 2012, without including 
any relevant item of the recent discussions (Brødsgaard/Grünberg, 2014).  

One of the arenas hosting the debate was the periodical Yanhuang Chunqiu, a reform-oriented 
intellectual journal. This paper will focus on the articles addressing the topic of constitutionalism published 
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in the periodical from 2012 to 2014. And the analysis of the articles will try to highlight the strategies 
enacted by the authors to raise the institutional concern on relevant political issues by discussing 
constitutionalism.  
  
 

8.2. Conflict and supremacy in Chinese sport news commentaries. The case of Suning and FC Inter   
Emma Lupano (University of Milan)  
 
Throughout history, sport has been used by political leaders as a means to aggregate consensus and display 
national power, and Chinese leaders, from Mao Zedong to the “fifth generation”, have proven to be skillful 
users of this strategy (Brownell 1995 and 2015).   

Similarly, Xi Jinping, the president of the People’s Republic of China and the general secretary of the 
Chinese Communist Party, recently announced a comprehensive plan to transform China into a football 
powerhouse by 2050. Xi portrayed the nation’s football aspirations as part of the “Chinese dream”  

(Zhongguo meng 中国梦), a keyword that he introduced into the Chinese political discourse to describe the 
dream of “rejuvenation of the Chinese nation”, after enduring almost a century of perceived supremacy of 
the Western world (Miranda 2016; Lavagnino / Mottura 2016).   

The acquisition of Inter by the Chinese electronic appliances company Suning is only one of many steps 
taken by the government and private business to develop Xi’s football dream. The purchase of the club in 
June 2016 resonated in the Chinese press, echoing the Party’s discourse on the plan, as expected in a media 
system that is still tightly controlled by the political authorities (Creemers 2015; Bandurski 2016). Building  

on an analysis of a corpus of news commentaries (xinwen pinglun 新闻评论) published in a selection of 
Chinese periodicals after the announcement of the deal, this paper aims to show how a sportrelated story 
has been used by the press as an opportunity to promote a discourse of national supremacy over Western 
countries.  
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8.3. Dabiq and the Medial Holy War  
Giovanna Giulia Zavettieri (IULM, Milan)  
 
Isis is fighting a hybrid war consisting of different battlefields where communication plays a key role. 
Terrorist propaganda has transformed the operational frame of the European jihadist scene: media 
products of Isis - social media, video content, gamification, tourist brochures, magazines - are all storytelling 
tools through which the fighters tell their stories on the battlefield in specific ways of representation that 
promote viral imitative behaviors, essential to recruit new fighters. In the last few years Dabiq glossy 
magazine has become a valuable tool for global communication of the jihadist radicalization process. The 
themes of the conflict are treated with modernity: each edition of Dabiq presents its editorial, some 
analysis and specific reports as effective as the most famous current affairs magazines. Indeed, each new 
issue introduces well-written articles, the graphics are flawless and the magazine is published in numerous 
languages. Dabiq wants to persuade the public through evocative contents that engage and convince the 
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reader - who should not necessarily be a radical jihadist - that the real political and doctrinal solution to the 
Holy War is the proclamation of the caliphate.  

This paper aims to critically address the Dabiq storytelling through a process of decomposition of 
messages, tools and communication strategies, based on the study and linguistic analysis of the subject of 
fundamentalism. By focusing on the role of language, it attempts to understand the current radicalization 
process conveyed by the effectiveness, the efficiency and the unrestrained nature of the Internet.   

In the end, it suggests an analysis of how Isis represents the conflict and how this conflict is assimilated 
by western readers.   
 
 
 

◊ 
 
 
PANEL 9: Wars of Words, Periodical Quarrels 
 
 
9.1. Conflict is their business – periodicals in the early 18th century   
David Reitsam (Universities of Lorraine and Augsburg) 
 
The history of periodicals can be told as a history of conflicts. From its very beginning in the second half of 
the 17th century, the periodical press must be considered as an exchange platform providing different 
opinions. Especially in France important quarrels are fought, such as the Women’s Quarrel or the Quarrel of 
the Ancients and the Moderns, which overlap in time and discuss not only aesthetical questions, but a wide 
range of topics.    

Provoked by two translations of Homer’s Iliad, the Quarrel of Homer (1714-16), for example, deals with 
the classical heritage of France, the image of women, the appropriate social behavior as well as with 
Cartesianism. So, on one side socio-cultural values are at stake, while, on the other side the conflict is also 
entertaining the readership and as such it is a great business opportunity for journalists, editors, and 
writers of the early modern period.   

The numerous dimensions of the Quarrel of Homer and its differing reception in the various French and 
European periodicals of the early 18th century form the center of this contribution. I will demonstrate how 
periodicals – from the academic Journal des sҫavans to the polemic Nouveau Mercure galant – mediated 
the conflict in their own way, and thus emphasized different main aspects. By presenting a large panorama 
of discursive strategies instead of focusing on one single publication, this contribution is going to describe 
the importance of covering conflicts for the establishment of recently founded periodicals.   
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9.2. Private and public conflicts through the polemical lens of Jean-Gabriel Peltier: Madame de Staël and 
Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte in the anti-Napoleonic periodical L’Ambigu (1802-1818)  
Eloise Forestier (Ghent University) 
 
The French periodical L’Ambigu published in London and edited by Jean-Gabriel Peltier was the most 
important anti-Napoleonic publication of the time. It was illicitly distributed throughout France, to America, 
the colonies, Saint Petersburg and even Bombay. Along with a selective array of literary reviews and social 
gossip, L’Ambigu included both acts and proclamations of foreign powers and the correspondence and 
testimonies of prominent intellectual and political emigrants who relayed and organized the opposition.  
After Napoleon’s defeat in Russia (Battle of Berezina, November 1812), several European intellectuals, ahead 
of which Madame de Staël, saw in Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte, Crown Prince of Sweden, the liberator of 
Europe. Peltier shared a similar point of view, which he published in propagandist tones, but his personal 
dislike of the woman of letters conflicted with the fact that her fame and mitigated international acclaim 
prompted him to publish her books and publicize her whereabouts.  
Through Peltier’s description of the anti-Napoleonic movement and his dealings with Staël, this paper 
explores an intricate network of private and public conflictual relationships, which shed light on the 
tensions and aspirations that underlie l’Ambigu’s political stand. These conflicts illustrate Peltier’s own 
inconsistencies, as the title of his periodical hints at, and paint the portrait of a French counterrevolutionary 
royalist (See Hélène Maspero-Clerc, Un journaliste contre-révolutionnaire, Jean-Gabriel Peltier -1760-1825, 1973) 

who revelled in oppositions.   

 
  
9.3. Polemics about the century’s end in two fin-de-siècle Italian periodicals (1898-1902): La Vita 
Internazionale and La Nuova Parola  
Sara Boezio (University of Warwick)  
 
As Weber pointed out in his seminal France. Fin de siècle (1986), ‘no other century had made so much ado 
about its passing’ as did the nineteenth century. Hailing from France, this discourse about the century’s end 
spread across the Western world between the late 1890s and the early 1900s, as testified by the large 
number of books, conference speeches and newspaper articles produced around that period. Periodicals 
represent an especially precious source of information in this respect, since they constitute the main 
platform where those controversies were taking place.  

My paper will examine how the debate about the fin de siècle developed in the Italian periodical press 
between 1898 and 1902. I will focus on two journals of different philosophical and political orientation: La 
Vita Internazionale [The International Life], founded by Ernesto Moneta in 1898, and La Nuova Parola [The 
New Word], created by Arnaldo Cervesato in 1902. Both periodicals exhibit ‘rubriche’ [regular columns] 
specifically devoted to the discussion about the century’s turn. These ‘rubriche’ feature articles by Italian 
contributors alongside foreign intellectuals and span different fields (literature, history, philosophy, 
sociology, politics, science), thus representing a case study of transnational and interdisciplinary interest. 
Through close reading of selected articles from both periodicals, this paper will explore the conflicting ideas 
and the hitherto little-studied disputes that held the stage in the fin-de-siècle Italian cultural milieu, while 
highlighting interconnections with contemporary debates in foreign periodicals about how to take stock of 
the dying century and what to expect from the new dawning age. 
 
  
 
 

◊ 
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PANEL 10: Language and Conflict in the Periodical Press: Codification and Cultural 
Response 

 
 
10.1. Conflicting attitudes to child refugees relocation in the British Press  
Giuliana Garzone (University of Milan) 
 
When in May 2016, section 67 of the Immigration Act – the so called Dubs amendment – was passed with 
support across all political parties, it was hailed in many circles as an important measure through which 
Britain would do its fair share in tackling the refugee emergency. Although the wording of the amendment 
was vague, and talked about relocating “a specified number of unaccompanied refugee children” (my 
emphasis), leaving the specification of the exact figure to a further stage, during the debate the figure 3,000 
was often mentioned. But the actual specification of the number of children to be transferred came only on 
8 February 2017 and was a disappointing 350 (Immigration: Written Statement 2017).  

This was perceived as a scrapping of the programme, sparking off an intense debate on the merits of the 
measure and on the Government’s behaviour, polarising political opinions and revealing profoundly 
conflicting attitudes towards this specific issue, and more in general towards the refugee acceptance 
problem.  

These conflicting and confictual attitudes are reflected in the press coverage of the story, as well as in 
the comment and editorial articles occasioned by it, with voices defending the Government’s decision and 
others accusing the Government of ruthless behaviour.   

This paper looks at articles published in English newspapers reporting the fact and commenting on it and 
on related issues, focusing in particular on arguments deployed by supporters/detractors of the measure 
and, more in general, by supporters/detractors of the need to take in child refugees. The corpus analysed 
comprises articles from both quality papers and tabloids published in February 2017: The Times, The 
Guardian, The Independent, The Telegraph, The Daily Mail, The Daily Mirror, The Sun.  

The main focus is on the arguments put forth in the different papers to represent the conflictual 
positions of the parties involved, which is investigated relying on a toolkit essentialy based on 
pragmadialectics (van Eemeren, Grootendorst & Snoek Henkemans 2002; van Eemeren & Grootendorst 
2004). At the same time attention is given to the choice of micro-linguistic resources in the texts, in order to 
shed light on their discursive implications in terms of representation of facts and ideological significance in 
a CDA perspective (cf. e.g. Blommaert 2005; Fairclough 2010; Wodak & Meyer 2015.  
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10.2. The codification of conflict in the Times Higher Education Supplement: lexico-syntactic and 
discursive aspects 
Paola Catenaccio (University of Milan) 
 
The concept of conflict plays an important role in the discourse of higher education, and many academic 
studies are devoted to conflict in its various forms in the academic environment – ranging from analyses of 
power struggle within universities (Baldridge 1971), to studies on the battle to make international rankings 
(Hazelkorn 2011), to investigations of internal feuds following the new managerial turn in universities (cf. 
Stensaker / Välimaa / Sarrico 2012).  

This paper explores the lexico-syntactic codification of conflict in the Times Higher Education 
Supplement, a British periodical dealing with multiple aspects of (mainly) higher education in Britain and in 
the world. An ad hoc corpus of THE articles will be collected through the LexisNexis database. The aim of 
the study is to investigate the ways in which conflict is codified in the discourse of higher education. A 
broad definition of conflict is adopted, including all discoursal structures implying opposition, contrast 
and/or competition, also implicitly.  

The study is structured in two steps. The starting point will be a preliminary analysis of the incidence of 
the language of conflict over the discursive construction of highter education. This analysis will be carried 
out through recourse to corpus linguistics methods. Subsequently, once the linguistic nodes around which 
the concept of conflict revolves, the focus will shift to the rhetorical, syntactic and discursive strategies 
deployed in the representation, negotiation and evaluation of the various types of conflict, with a view to 
identifying key contested areas in higher education and the linguistic tools typically used for their 
representation.  
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10.3. Arab women in news discourse during the Arab Spring: Broken stereotypes and emerging images  
Majidi Sawlha (University of Jordan)  
 

This study adopts corpus linguistic and discourse analysis approaches to investigate the impact of Arab 
women’s representation in Western press during the Arab Spring on their perception by German university 
students. The focus is on the semantic analysis of the news reports on Arab women published from 2010 till 
2015 by popular German, American and British newspapers. In particular, the lexical choices made by 
journalists are highlighted, and their impact on both the women’s recurrent stereotypes and on attitudes 
towards them is explored. Results show that there was a shift in the image of Arab women in the press 
from passive victims of their society to agents of change and fighters for their rights during that period. This 
shift in their portrayal seems to have had an impact on their perception by German students, who tend to 
be aware of this effect. The implications of these results are discussed.  
 
 
 

◊ 
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PANEL 11: Mediating Political, Economic and Cultural Conflict 
 
11.1. Mediating Anglophobia: Political and Cultural Conflict in the French Periodical Reception of British 
Travel Writing (1792-1815)  
Marius Warholm Haugen (NTNU, Norwegian University of Science and Technology)  
 
This paper will explore how the conflicts between France and Great Britain during the Revolutionary and 
Napoleonic Wars were mediated in French periodical reviews of British travel books. As travel writing was a 
highly popular genre in this period, and often politically charged, its periodical reception offers a rich object 
of study for understanding the entanglement of political and cultural conflict in the relationship between 
the two countries. In a significant shift compared to the press of the late Ancien Régime, important parts of 
the French press of this period engaged in harsh polemical attacks on British travellers and travel books. 
During the 1780s, French periodicals mainly expressed admiration, albeit mixed with a certain jealousy, at 
the exploits of British explorers and at the flourishing of the British travel book market. This was, during the 
1790s, turned into resentment, if not hostility, towards a perceived cultural hegemony. On the one hand, 
then, cultural politics pertaining to translation was a key issue in the debate, certain journalists criticising 
the “Anglomania” among readers and booksellers, and advocating a greater interest in travel books from 
other language areas, notably Germany and Northern Europe. On the other hand, the political and military 
conflicts between the two countries exercised a decisive influence on the rhetoric of the reviews, notably in 
the Napoleonic press. The paper will argue that travel reviews constitute particularly interesting and 
complex examples of the mediation of conflict, where political and cultural concerns become enmeshed 
and interact in numerous ways.  
  
 
11.2. Reviewing Revolution: Conflict and Appreciation in the Nineteenth-Century British Press    
Laurel Brake (Birkbeck, University of London)  
 
Unlike 19C newspapers in Britain, periodicals especially after 1860, were not as likely to be closely affiliated 
with political parties. Their political breadth was wider and if not neutral, it might be more generally 
identified – liberal or conservative, allowing a wider range of opinion. Such neutrality or relative openness 
had economic ramifications, optimising potential readership from the strictures of political allegiances.   

From ca 1860, periodical debate ensued about the discourse of criticism, with Matthew Arnold 
recommending ‘sweetness and light’ and excoriating evangelical earnestness, while not above ranting 
himself.  Walter Pater, in response, smoothly substituted for Arnold’s combativeness a more elegant type 
of criticism – ‘appreciation’, that circumvented ostensible conflict, without ceding a critical stance.   

Characteristics of this genre, with its oblique and buried critique, served periodical journalists well, 
obscuring personal opinions and allowing them to place articles in titles of all political persuasions, and to 
review books of similar diversity, without disqualifying themselves through ideological affinity. But 
‘appreciation’ in itself was identifiable as part of a particular critical stance, associated historically with 
aestheticism, and signature if applicable further undermined any neutrality gained. Other periodical forms 
evolved to balance, manage, or deal with conflict and party political positions, notably the symposium. In 
this format, periodicals such as the Contemporary Review and the Nineteenth Century juxtaposed articles 
on a common topic written from different political positions. This paper will discuss this periodical turn in 
Britain away from conflict in periodicals, typically found  in Blackwood’s, Fraser’s, and the Edinburgh Review 
in the first half of the century.   

It will then examine reviews of a conservative assessment of European revolution published in 1889, W S 
Lilly’s A Century of Revolution; with the French Revolution of 1789 as its bedrock, the  book  goes on to 
consider the 19C legacy of Revolution in France and Britain. How does the ‘appreciation’ mode of criticism 
deal with this material? And how do other reviews treat the conflict represented by Lilly?  How do attempts 
to contain conflict in later nineteenth-century periodicals   -- by some of the reviewers and some periodical 
structures—fare in this case study?   
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11.3. The Currency Question in the Edinburgh and Quarterly Review 
Jasper Schaelstraete (Ghent University)  
  
In 1797, Great Britain’s conflict with Revolutionary France had resulted in unprecedented national debt and 
British gold reserves had dwindled dramatically. In order to stem the outward flow of bullion, Parliament 
passed the Bank Restriction, relieving the Bank of England of its obligation to convert banknotes into gold. 
This was a watershed moment in British economic and cultural history: money no longer represented 
tangible value, but became a fiction backed by the authority of the Bank of England instead. At first, the 
Restriction caused alarm among the British public, despite government assurances that it would only be in 
effect for six weeks (it lasted 24 years). Nevertheless, public opinion recovered, eventually embracing 
banknotes as currency.   

My paper’s hypothesis is that the quarterly reviews—in this case specifically the Whig Edinburgh Review 
(est. 1802) and the Tory Quarterly Review (est. 1809)—were crucial discursive arenas that helped enable 
and entrench the credit economy. Divided along political lines, they clashed regularly on the subject of 
paper currency: the Edinburgh Review was pro-paper, while the Quarterly Review was vehemently 
antipaper. Each published biting responses to pieces in the other, but their shared premise of an economic 
space predicated on confidence meant that the credit economy only gained in socio-cultural legitimacy. In 
this paper, I will discuss one such series of articles that were published in the quarterlies in response to the 
publication of the 1810 report from the Parliamentary Bullion Committee.  

 
 

◊ 
 
 
PANEL 12: The Last Avant-Garde. Italian Anti-Establishment Movements and Their 
Press: Culture and Politics 
 
 
12.1. A militant and rebel criticism: culture, politics and society in "Ombre rosse" (1973-1981)  
Irene Piazzoni (University of Milan)  
 
"Ombre rosse", founded in 1967 as a journal of film criticism, in the Seventies began as a cultural periodical 
of the New Left, directed and animated by Piergiorgio Bellocchio, Goffredo Fofi, Luigi Manconi, Anna Rossi 
Doria, Marco Lombardo Radice, Lidia Ravera and other young intellectuals. The magazine proposed 
heterogeneous materials, all connected by a clear aim. In fact, "Ombre rosse" was articulated in three ideal 
spaces of thought: a theoretical space, dedicated to reflecting on the research of a "new anthropology" by 
the left movements opposed to bourgeoisie’s anthropology; a second space dedicated to the analysis of the 
cultural production and the experiences of the left movements; a third space dedicated to the criticism of 
bourgeoisie’s cultural production.  

The contents of "Ombre rosse" were varied and rich: there were political essays, social surveys, cultural 
arguments; articles about young people's unrest, family institution, sexual liberation, prison conditions, 
workers fights; articles about pop music, avant-garde theatre, movies; there was poetry by Esenin, Trackl, 
Walser, Giudici, Roversi; there were interesting photographs by Tano d'Amico, Lello Mazzacane, Marialide 
Ghigliano; there were reportages about events or places particularly crucial during those years in Italy: the 
occupations of the houses in a suburban Rome neighbourhood; the rock festival at Lambro's Park in Milan; 
Bologna in the autumn 1977, when the city was occupied by the youth movement.  

"Ombre rosse" was an example of the perspective, both political and cultural, from which the Italian 
intelligentsia of the Extreme Left looked at the issues of the time and proposed alternative information and 
an original point of view in order to build a new society.  
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12.2. The aesthetics of revolutionary violence in the magazines of the Movement of 1977  
Luca Falciola (New York University)   
 
The movement of 1977 in Italy–a second cycle of leftist mass mobilization after 1968–was truly embedded 
in violence, both symbolically and materially. While scholarship has extensively focused on the physical 
dimension of violence, the present research seeks to address its rhetorical aspects. In particular, the paper 
argues that the movement of 1977 aestheticized the discourse on revolutionary violence by adopting a 
distinctive and powerful combination of visual and verbal rhetoric. To test this hypothesis and to 
disentangle the complex aesthetic patchwork that came into being, the paper will survey the 
representation of revolutionary violence in the movement’s press. The research will draw on a selection of 
approximately seventy militant magazines, published between 1976 and 1978, which spontaneously aired 
movement’s world views, grievances, and cultural sensibilities. In doing so, the paper will identify a canon 
of images, stylistic tropes, and recurring narratives. Finally, it will retrace the models that nurtured such 
process of aestheticization, which include, but are not limited to, the artistic avant-gardes (notably, Dada 
and Futurism), the Situationism, the American hippie movement, the Beat, the Third-world revolutions, and 
the Punk.  

 
 

12.3. Music is a battlefield. The spread of alternative culture through music magazines (19721980)  
Fabio Guidali (University of Milan)   
 
In Italy, the Seventies were an age of political extremes, but also a time of steady development for the 
national record industry and of the burgeoning of independent radio stations, which had a great impact on 
popular and political culture. For these reasons, Italian music magazines within the alternative milieus are a 
stimulating case study. They became a place of free expression in which musical topics were inseparable 
from the political requests of the beat and underground culture, such as the exaltation of sexuality, drug 
experiences, and the distancing from middle-class concerns. The first example of this kind was the 
shortlived “Get Ready”, a joint-shaped periodical, but the most successful magazines that politicized the 
approach to rock and pop music were mainly “Re Nudo”, “Muzak” and “Gong”. They contested both 
economic structures and traditional moral and cultural values. On one hand, they opposed the record 
market in a somewhat old-fashioned battle against the economic exploitation of arts; on the other, they 
politically sided with extra-parliamentary left-wing groups and harshly criticized the Communist Party, 
considering it as involved in compromises with the government led by the Christian Democracy party. The 
present paper analyses the magazines’ challenging approach both from the viewpoint of their form (layout, 
graphics and the desecrating use of photos) and in terms of verbal violence in those texts that had a 
political or social subject. Furthermore, it retraces the alternative political discourse that was common in 
the underground culture, investigating what features were seminal in order to evaluate a singer or a group, 
such as political engagement or the parallelism between alternative music and alternative lifestyles.  
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PANEL 13: Language and Conflict in the Periodical Press: Sport, Science & Society 
 
 
13.1. Playing with words within and without the football field   
Michela Canepari (University of Parma)  
 
Over the years many sociologists have elaborated on the symbolic aggressiveness and the physical violence 
which have often characterised the world of football. The borderline between what is considered a 
legitimate form of violence (which is deemed intrinsic to the game itself and which is therefore tolerated by 
both the participants and the supporters), and the violence which, on the contrary, is perceived as totally 
illegitimate, cannot always be neatly identified and seems to depend on many cultural and situational 
aspects involving the players and the communities of their supporters.  

The connections between the violence of football as a sport and the violence of the language used 
within and without the football field to describe and talk about it have had important implications at many 
levels. As the paper will demonstrate, the linguistic approach to football has changed considerably in the 
past three decades: football has indeed become more “bourgeois”, and the social tensions which found 
expressions during the 80s and the 90s in the violence perpetrated by hooligans have radically been 
transformed and often replaced by national, political (and sometimes religious) concerns.   

The aim of this paper is to analyse – mainly from the perspective of Critical Discourse Analysis – the way 
in which some of the periodicals of the time depicted the phenomenon of hooliganism and, through a 
comparison with articles of recent publication, assess whether (and how) the language used nowadays by 
the press has changed. In particular, the paper will focus on a corpus of headlines that appeared in quality 
papers such as The Times and The Guardian and tabloids such as The Sun on occasions of important 
matches such as the European cup final from 1985, the world championships of 1986, 1990 and 1994 etc. 
These results will be then compared to the headlines which appeared on newspapers on the occasion of the 
European Championships and the world championships in the new millennium.   
  
References:  
Armstrong, G.; Harris, R. (1991). ‘Football Hooligans: Theory and Evidence’, Sociological Review, 39.  
Armstrong, G.; Hobbs, D. (1994). ‘Tackled from Behind’, in R. Giulianotti, N. Bonney; M. Hepworth (eds), 
Football, Violence and Social Identity, London, Routledge.  
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(ed.) Fanatics!: Football and Popular Culture in Europe, London, Routledge, Papers of the Fanatics! 
Conference, held in Manchester on the 11th-13th June 1996.  
Cohen, S. (1973). Folk Devils and Moral Panics: The Creation of the Mods and Rockers, St. Albans, Paladin.  
Finn, G. (1994). ‘Football Violence: A Societal Psychological Perspective’, in R. Giulianotti; J. Williams (eds) 
(1994). Game Without Frontiers: Football, Identity and Modernity, Aldershot, Arena.   
Garland, J.; Rowe, M. (1996). ‘Racism at Work: A Study of Professional Football’, The International Journal 
of Risk, Security and Crime Prevention, 1.  
  
 
13.2. Clash of opinions on disability issues: the case of the Italian legislation on SLD  
Francesca Santulli (IULM, Milan)  
 
In recent years, disability issues have been frequently debated both in institutional contexts and in society 
at large. The growing interest for the problems of persons with disabilities is certainly linked to the 
evolution of the concept itself, culminated in the ICF model adopted in 2001 by the WHO. The new 
international standard abandons the traditional medical model and describes disabilities in terms of 
interaction between the individual and the environment. This new perspective, adopted in the UN 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, is the official framework for the recognition and 
handling of all disabilities, yet the cultural change which should accompany institutional and legal 
provisions is far from being completed. Different ideological interpretations of disabilities still co-exist, 
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usually covertly conveyed in discourse, and sometimes produce overt confrontation among experts and 
laymen alike.  

The aim of this presentation is to investigate how these conflicting ideologies are represented in the 
press. The research will focus on the case of dyslexia in Italy, in the crucial period of the approval of special 
legislation on this disorder (2010). Starting from observations on the very classification of dyslexia in the 
Italian law, it will examine a small corpus of newspaper articles of different orientation, as well as a case of 
direct and open contraposition between supporters of different views. The comments posted on blogs 
linked to the examined publications will also be taken into consideration. The analysis will be mainly 
qualitative, and will adopt a Discourse Analytical approach, with special attention for argumentative 
strategies and the use of implicatures.  
  
 

13.3. Science, politics and society: the debate over vaccinations  
Donella Antelmi (IULM, Milan)  
 
Recent studies on the coverage of science news in the press have stressed that this kind of communication 
is not just aimed at mediating knowledge between scientists and the public, but at raising awareness and 
concern about sensitive subjects such as nuclear programmes or health emergencies. The role of the  media 
in covering scientific controversial issues appears to be less neutral than it should be, as it involves various 
social groups, including scientists, economists, politicians, consumer organisations, industrials, and the 
audience of readers (Wolton 1997, Charaudeau 2005). Particularly when dealing with subjects which are as 
contentious as, for example, the dangers of non-ionising radiation, GMOs or herbicides, the media take part 
in the debate and take a stand (Moirand 2007).   

The paper will examine the ongoing dispute about the possible risks of vaccinations, which have been 
repeatedly  discussed in Italian newspapers and with particular emphasis in the period October-December 
2016. It focuses on the dialogical aspects of the conflict (i.e. actors, reported speeches, alternative 
discourses), and on the discursive construction of the public. The methodological and theoretical aspects of 
the study rely upon Discourse Analysis in the French tradition (Charaudeau/Maingueneau 2002, Amossy 
2006).  
  
Amossy, R. (2006), L’argumentation dans le discours, Paris, Armand Colin.  
Charaudeau, P. (2005), Les médias et l’information. L’impossible transparence du discours, Bruxelles, De 
Boek-Ina.  
Charaudeau, P. / Maingueneau, D. (2002), Dictionnaire d’Analyse du Discours, Paris, Seuil.  
Moirand, S. (2007), Les discours de la presse quotidienne. Observer, analyser, comprendre, Paris, PUF: 
Wolton, D. (1997), “De la vulgarisation à la communication”, Hermès, 21, 9-14.  
  
  
13.4. The battle for the truth about palm oil. Pro-arguments and contra-arguments mediated by the 
British press  
Emanuele Brambilla (University of Milan)  
 
Over the last few years, the debate over the use of palm oil in the food industry has heightened and given 
rise to various argumentative situations (Plantin 2005: 53), understood as communicative events whose 
purpose is the discursive solution of a conflict between different standpoints regarding one specific 
question. While palm-oil companies, food multinationals and certain governments have been struggling to 
defend their rights to invest in a profitable commodity, NGOs, environmental activists and human rights 
advocates have been striving to expose the bioethical implications of the vast-scale recourse to an 
unhealthy and ungreen vegetable fat. Against this background, the paper reports on the findings of the 
analysis of a number of articles published between 2015 and 2017 in three British newspapers, namely The 
Independent, The Guardian and The Telegraph. Drawing on discourse studies and argumentation theory, 
the analysis highlights the significant presence of military metaphors (Alexander 2013) in the texts, 
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suggesting that the newspapers do not refrain from reporting the conflictual nature of the topic in 
question. The pro- and contra-arguments (van Eemeren et al. 1996: 3) used by the parties involved in the 
dispute are, by and large, thoroughly expounded and the sub-topics linked to the palm oil controversy 
regularly addressed. By identifying the general arguments used in bioethics discourse (Talbot 2012: 72) and 
reconstructing more specific, topic-related ones, the paper provides an overview of the most frequently 
recurring strategies harnessed to solve the palm oil controversy, simultaneously providing insights into 
conflict mediation in the periodical press.   
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PANEL 14: Reporting Conflict for a Foreign Audience 

 
 
14.1. Transatlantic News Reporting in the Age of the French Revolution: The St. Domingue Slave Revolt   
 Johanne Kristiansen (NTNU, Norwegian University of Science and Technology) 
 
This paper explores how London newspapers reported the violent slave revolt in the French sugar colony St. 
Domingue in 1791. The overall objective is to explore the mechanisms of news gathering, and the 
opportunities for covering a foreign event occurring at such a great geographical distance from London, in 
an age preceding modern communications, when news travelled slowly and the concept of the foreign 
correspondent had not yet been established.    

Importantly, however, the paper discusses not only how the London newspapers served as important 
conveyors of news, but also their role in facilitating the discussions that were sparked by these news, by 
publishing comment pieces in the form of letters to the editor in the months following the newsbreak. 
News inspired commentary and conflict, and the columns of the newspaper press provide us with an 
exceptional opportunity to study the immediate responses to the dramatic slave uprising, and its possible 
links to the campaign to abolish the Slave Trade and to the French Revolution and its inflammatory and 
highly transmittable ideas.     
 
 
14.2. The Roman Advertiser and the Tuscan Athenaeum: reporting and mediating the 1846-49 
revolutionary conflicts in Italy for a British audience  
Isabelle Richet (Université Paris 7 – Denis Diderot) 
 
The Roman Advertiser and the Tuscan Athenaeum were two weeklies published by British expatriates in 
Rome and Florence to cover the development of the 1846-49 revolutions in Italy. The editors belonged to 
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transnational intellectual and journalistic networks connected with the pro-Risorgimento liberal elites in 
Great Britain and, to varying degrees, they embraced the revolutionary upheaval of the mid-century in the 
Papal States and the Grand Duchy of Tuscany.    

The paper will first look at the motivation of the editorial teams: why, for whom and to what purpose 
did they decide to publish periodicals in English in Italy at that moment? How did they identify their target 
audience of British expatriates and travellers and why did they feel they needed the guidance of more 
enlightened compatriots to make sense of the revolutionary conflicts of the time?  

The paper will then show how the editors fulfilled a mediating function between their Italian democratic 
nationalist friends and their British readers. How did they present the strong republicanism of the 
Mazzinians in Tuscany or the reforming role of Pope Pius IX in Rome to a monarchist and anti-papist 
readership?  How did the more radical Tuscan Athenaeum and the more prudent Roman Observer explain 
and justify the violent turn taken by events in 1848? 

In answering these questions, the paper will conclude that the editors used careful journalistic 
techniques to convince their readers that conflict was not only inevitable but necessary.    
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PANEL 15: The Last Avant-Garde. Italian Anti-Establishment Movements and Their 
Press: Culture and Criticism 
 
 
15.1. Shaping an international “non-journal”: the failure of «Gulliver» (1964) as a result of cultural 
conflicts  
Silvia Cavalli (Università Cattolica, Milan) 
 
In the early Sixties, the international literary journal «Gulliver» involved intellectuals of different 
nationalities: French as Dionys Mascolo, Maurice Blanchot and Roland Barthes; German as Hans Magnus 
Enzensberger; Italian as Elio Vittorini, Francesco Leonetti and Italo Calvino. The distance among them, not 
geographical, but in conceiving literary patterns and engagement was immediately evident, and the 
difficulties increased after the construction of the Berlin Wall (August 1961), when the urge of German 
writers to reflect upon their historical condition collided with French authors’ will of representing 
contemporaneity. In their correspondence, discussions about planning an international journal became 
more important than doing an international journal. Therefore, they never managed to reach an agreement 
on the structure of the journal itself (Leonetti, in a letter addressed to Vittorini in November 1962, clearly 
spoke about a «non-revue»). «Gulliver», a unique experiment, was published in 1964 as the seventh issue 
of the Italian literary journal «Il menabò» (printed by Einaudi under the direction of Vittorini and Calvino 
from 1959 to 1967). The publication of creative and critical texts only in the Italian translation represents a 
failure of cultural mediation, but in the Italian scenario of those years, it is also the most relevant attempt 
of building a cross-frontiers intellectual community and opening national questions to a European 
dimension.   

 
  
15.2 The inner space of Utopia   
Andrea Chiurato (IULM, Milan)  
  
The seventies marked a decade of massive change in the history of Italian science fiction. Since the 
dramatic turn of 1968, the reputation of this “popular” form of entertainment was indeed challenged in 
several ways: new trends were launched, new movements characterised by a high degree of 
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experimentation were coming forth, while the genre itself suddenly shifted from a “hard” to a “soft” 
approach to the relation between science and man.  

In this regard, brand new magazines such as Robot and Un’ambigua utopia showed both an increasing 
awareness of socio-political issues and an irreverent attitude towards the literary establishment of the 
time, paving the way for a broad range of subcultures from feminism to neo-Marxism.  

While other national competitors were still clinging to the glories of the “space age” (Urania, Oltre il 
cielo, Galassia), these magazines thus challenged the traditional vision of science fiction as a form of mild 
escapism from the real world, or rather as mere “distraction” from the actual problems of society. Being 
fascinated by the revolutionary impact of technological change on social life they wished indeed to explore 
a brand new era in which – as J. G. Ballard once said – the future «has already taken place».  
  
 
15.3. The sense of literature, the postmodernist novel, and the literary criticism the debate on 
postmodernist fiction in Italian literary journals of 1980s  
Carlo Tirinanzi De Medici (University of Trento)  
 
In this paper I will map the Italian critical debate on literary postmodernism in the Eighties while tying it to 
the development of a postmodernist wave in the coeval Italian novel. After an assessment of Italian literary 
journals («Calibano», «Sigma», «Nuovi Argomenti», «Linea d’ombra», «Alfabeta», «MondOperaio», 
«Campo», «Allegoria», «Quaderni di critica», «Annali d’italianistica» among others), I will split the debate in 
three phases, 1982-1984, 1985-1988, 1989-1993: in the first the authors are interested in American 
postmodernist novel; in the second under scrutiny is Italian novel, but usually the term “postmodernism” 
itself is bypassed in favor of other, narrower problems («tradition and traditionalism», «the sense of a 
classic», «the sense of literature», «death of the novel» and so on), or else the editors are more interested 
in putting up dialogues with the new novelists (inquiries on «Linea d’ombra», «MondOperaio»); in the third 
phase the postmodernist novel is seen as a polemic target («Campo», «Allegoria» and the whole area 
around the Gruppo 93).   

This partition will be observed in its relationships with the debate on postmodern philosophy (1981-
1985) and with the development of a new Italian fiction in the Eighties, in which a true postmodernist wave 
appears only at the end of the decade.  
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PANEL 16: Language and Conflict in the Periodical Press: Politics, Policies and 
Diplomacy 
 
 
16.1. Populism and the press: contracting and expanding (dis)agreement in UK editorials on Brexit  
Chiara Degano (University of Rome Tor Vergata) 
 
The issue of conflict and language has been addressed from different perspectives, including the role of 
communication in the creation and resolution of conflicts between nations, but also the management of 
(dis)agreement among interlocutors, mostly in the context of computer-mediated communication and 
especially blogs, where expressing stance towards the views expressed by the blogger and previous 
comments is a constitutive feature of the genre. This paper considers how disagreement is linguistically 
managed in editorials, a genre where responsiveness to previous texts is not as explicit as in blog posts, but 
is nonetheless important. Editorialists take a stance on a given issue against the background of the ongoing 
debate, surrounding it either in the form of manifest polyphony or implicitly positioning their views in 
relation with other opposing views circulated in public discourse. In particular, the analysis will be carried 
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out on a corpus of editorials published in UK quality newspapers on Brexit, an issue that for the way it was 
dealt with in the referendum campaign was closely knit with the theme of populism. Taking Martin and 
White notion of dialogical expansion and contraction (2005) as a starting point, the analysis aims to identify 
patterns of engagement, with a view to map recurrent discursive functions and the attendant linguistic 
realisations. Special attention will be devoted to the establishment of objects of agreement and to choices 
of speech and thought presentation techniques.   
  
References  
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16.2. Addressing Immigration in English and German Online Newspapers – A linguistic analysis of verbal 
and non-verbal language   
Helene Schmolz (University of Passau, Germany)   
 
Germany and Austria have seen unprecedented waves of migrants and refugees in the last two years, and 
these events have dominated news headlines ever since. A range of issues have been covered, from the 
arrival of refugees, their accommodation, their mostly Muslim denomination, and the potential terroristic 
threat for European states. Reporting about immigration, and particularly about refugees these days, is a 
challenging task for journalists. Depending on the language use, they can support a more positive or 
provoke a rather negative attitude towards migrating people. The proposed paper has two goals. First, it 
intends to investigate which expressions are used for migrating people, and if differentiations are drawn 
such as of age, religion or nationalities. For this purpose, a corpus consisting of articles from online 
newspapers has been established. All articles deal with migration in various ways and stem from the month 
of August in 2016. The intention is to compare English and German quality newspapers, which is why 
newspapers from Great Britain, the USA, Australia, Germany and Austria have been selected. For each 
country, high-circulating quality newspapers have been compared and the one with the highest readership 
and a more or less free online access has been chosen (e.g. The Guardian for Great Britain, Sydney Morning 
Herald for Australia). Corpus linguistic tools are then used to analyse frequencies and clusters. Central 
questions are, for example: Are there differences in terms of coverage? Are sensitive issues such as 
problems and conflicts addressed and if so how? The second aim is to analyse the images used in these 
newspaper articles. Which basic information do they transport and which attitude might be implied for 
immigration? In how far do they transport the main idea of the article or do they depart from the topic? 
Finally, an attempt is made to explain differences in the representation within and across language 
boundaries.  
  
 
16.3. Conflict talk in newspaper comment boards online: mediation and remediation of dispute over the 
immigration Issue  
Isabel Ermida (University of Minho Braga, Portugal)  
 
This paper discusses the construction of explicit disagreement and the emergence of conflict talk in the 
comment boards of the British Mail Online newspaper website. By looking at the readers’ textual 
productions, it sets out to examine their linguistic features, their discursive organization, and their strong 
ideological import. It focuses on a set of news articles about Trump’s early immigration policies, particularly 
his January Muslim ban, and examines the verbal effect they prove to have on UK readers. The analysis 
resorts to Scott (2002) and Walkinshaw (2009)’s threefold framework for the analysis of disagreement – 
backgrounded, hedged and foregrounded disagreement – and applies it to the online participants’ signs of 
dispute over the immigration issue. It thus hints at how the bestselling tabloid mediates the expression of 
prejudice and hate, as well as how it allows for remedial discursive work to be offered. In light of the 
diversity of negative responses, which range from somewhat judgmental comments to patently aggressive 
remarks, combined with positive, encouraging reactions, it also explores the interactional factors which 
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influence the management of face and the occurrence of (im)politeness in online forums. Such factors as 
anonymity, asynchronicity, spatial disconnection and, crucially, third-party targeting are advanced as 
possible explanations. Besides, the fact that online interaction is multi-party seems to lead to what is coined 
“multi-topic argument”, at the same time as the public character of the exchanges prompts the expression 
of powerfully ideological positions regarding the broad concepts of nationality, ethnicity and, crucially, what 
it means to be American – or European.  
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16.4. Representations of diplomatic discourse in the British press after Ivan Rogers’ resignation from 
UKREP  
Mara Logaldo (IULM, Milan) 
 
On 3 January 2017, after wishing “happy New Year” to the government, Sir Ivan Rogers resigned from his 
position as UK ambassador to the EU, where he had been operating since November 2013. Had everything 
worked according to routine, he would have been appointed at least until October 2017, and he was likely 
to have his mandate further extended. In his letter of resignation, Ivan Rogers explained that he had 
decided to “step down” from UKREP (the United Kingdom Permanent Representation to the European 
Union) so that a new appointee could be in place by the time negotiations about Article 50 would start. 
However, the letter also overtly expresses his opinion on the government’s conduct after Brexit: “My own 
view remains as it has always been. We do not yet know what the government will set as negotiating 
objectives for the UK's relationship with the EU after exit.” These remarks, as well as his rather unveiled 
criticism addressed to pro-Brexit ministers, have raised reactions both in the UK government and in the 
media. To be vehemently debated, even before his decision to depart, is not only the ambassador’s 
standpoint, but the alleged overstepping of his role, which, according to Theresa May’s spokesman, should 
have been that of reporting “the views of others.” (The Telegraph, 15 December 2016). As an article on 
Rogers’ departure from Brussels echoes, “civil servants mostly operate behind the scenes and off camera” 
(“Rogers and Out,” The Economist, January 7th-13th 2017, p. 22). Hence, this incident has brought to the 
fore, besides the conflict of opinions, also a conflict that involves the pragmatics of diplomatic discourse in 
relation to (domestic as well as international) political discourse.  
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Starting from a critical analytical reading of Sir Roger’s letter, my paper will investigate the linguistic and 
argumentative choices adopted by the British periodical press to cover the debate over the ambassador’s 
resignations, particularly in terms of conflict between the language of diplomacy and the language of 
politics. Contextually, it will try to highlight how the responses triggered by the diplomat’s resignation 
somehow corroborate a crisis in the language of international relations already discussed within the British 
periodical press (cf. “The Isle Is Full of Noises”, The Economist, October 15th 2016).   
  

 
◊ 
 
 
 

PANEL 17: Reporting conflict: Expats and War Correspondents 
 
 
17.1. Conflicting interests: The nineteenth century British military officer as war correspondent  
Beth Gaskell (University of Greenwich)  
 
The Crimean War (1853-1856) saw the first widespread use of civilian war reporters, who were sent to the 
theatre of conflict with the single purpose of sending news back to their newspapers and the interested 
public. Until that point newspaper editors had relied heavily on accounts sent by serving junior officers for 
news of each conflict. Even after the shift towards civilian correspondents, letters and reports from those 
serving in the British military continued to form a substantial and important part of war reporting 
throughout the nineteenth century.  

This paper seeks to engage with several key questions regarding these military correspondents. It will 
investigate who they were and what motivated them to write? It will question whether serving officers 
could provide unique perspectives, and why did newspaper editors continue to utilise their reports even 
after the overwhelming success of civilian correspondents such as William Howard Russell? It will uncover 
how the military authorities reacted to serving officers interacting with the media, and how legislation was 
used to control the flow of information? And it will ask how these soldier-journalists balanced their dual 
roles during wartime?  

This paper will consider these military war reporters within the wider context of the development of 
journalism and ‘special correspondents’ during the nineteenth century. In particular it will interrogate the 
advance of the ideas of free speech, public information and censorship, and how soldier-correspondents 
negotiated the conflicts raised by how such ideas interacted with their military responsibilities.  
  
 
17.2. “The result can scarcely fail to amuse even the most gloomy of war pessimists”: The Strand 
Magazine and the First World War  
Minna Vuohelainen (City, University of London) 
 
This paper examines how one of the leading New Journalistic fiction papers of the time represented the 
First World War. George Newnes’s heavily illustrated 6d. Strand Magazine (1891–1950) was designed to 
offer its readers outstanding value for money in the shape of ‘cheap, healthful literature’ consisting of 
morally sound but entertaining short and serial fiction, investigative articles and human-interest features 
such as curiosities and celebrity items [George Newnes, ‘Introduction’, Strand Magazine, 1 (January 1891), 
3].  

Indeed, Newnes described his journalism as ‘humble and unpretentious’, ‘giving wholesome and 
harmless entertainment to crowds of hardworking people, craving for a little fun and amusement’ rather 
than attempting to ‘direc[t] the affairs of nations’ or ‘buil[d] up Navies’ [Hulda Friederichs, The Life of 
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George Newnes, Bart (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1911), pp. 116–17]. However, when the First World 
War broke out in summer 1914, the Strand’s successful commercial formula was quickly harnessed to the 
service of the British war effort. Unsurprisingly, editorial statements and fiction published during the war 
contained propagandistic elements and some, such as  

Richard Marsh’s twelve-part ‘Sam Briggs Becomes a Soldier’ series (1915), actively encouraged both 
sexes to contribute to the war effort. Human-interest stories increasingly drew on the war for their subject 
matter, discussing the reconstruction of war-torn Belgium or ridiculing the ‘enemy’ in cartoons. Perhaps 
most intriguingly, visual devices reinforced readers’ sense of conflict: ‘enemy’ soldiers, often portrayed 
from a distance, were dehumanised as animalistic or machine-like, with the very page layout pitting the 
warring nations against one another. This paper offers a case study of the Strand’s war coverage, exploring 
the role and responsibility of a self-avowedly non-political popular magazine in mediating conflict.   
 

 
◊ 
 
 

PANEL 18: Conflicting Poetics and the Periodical Press 
 
 
18.1 “Good old dream, how handy you are!”: Wyndham Lewis vs the editors of transition  
Francis Lomax (Maynooth University) 
 
In 1927 the modernist painter and writer Wyndham Lewis (1882-1957) engaged in a war of words with 
Eugene Jolas (1894-1952) and Elliot Paul (1891-1958), the editors of the prominent Paris-based avant-garde 
periodical transition. The dispute, conducted in the pages of transition and Lewis’s own journal, The Enemy: 
A Review of Art and Literature remains a relatively under-discussed episode in Lewis’s long and 
controversial career as a painter, novelist and critical provocateur. The importance of transition is well 
established. Lewis on the other hand, despite his prominence in the period, remains something of a 
marginal figure in studies of modernism and European avant-gardism, although recent scholarship is 
beginning to rectify this. This paper returns to the scene of the dispute between Lewis and transition – an 
argument which originates in Jolas and Paul’s objections to Lewis’s criticisms of prominent transition 
affiliates such as James Joyce and Gertrude Stein. I argue that a reading of the Lewis’s attack on transition – 
culminating in his 1929 broadside “The Diabolical Principle” – sheds light on a number of important aspects 
of interwar modernist discourse, such as the contested subject of the role of the artist and the social 
function of art, and the schism between Romanticism and Classicism which fractures modernism in the 
wake of the First World War.  
  
 
18.2. Ezra Pound and the benefits of creating inter-periodical conflict  
Rio Matchett (University of Liverpool)  
 
The modernist ‘little’ magazine of the early 20th Century was a venue in which deeply controversial, often 
avant-garde ideas could be promulgated. For a closely knit community of experimental modernist writers, 
the little magazine was often the only place their early work would be published, and many contributors 
found themselves serving also as editors or publishers in the quest to disseminate their ideals. Amongst the 
overlapping figures of the modernist magazine movement, Ezra Pound is the most prominent, serving as 
foreign editor to both the Little Review and Poetry in Chicago, writing extensively for the New Age in 
London , advising on the English Review, the Egoist and Blast. Not only did these magazine connections 
serve as an artistic platform for Pound, but also often as a much needed financial lifeline. However, despite 
his both fiscal and artistic reliance on them, Pound frequently sought to create conflict between the 
magazines he was involved with, through pointed provocations, manifestos clearly critical of his co-editors, 
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and personal letters which reported the supposedly foul play of the addressee’s competitors. This paper 
will examine the benefits Pound sought through this public performance of conflict, as well as the 
commercial implications for the magazines themselves. Questions considered will include - was the 
modernist magazine particularly prone to inter-publication conflict, and why? How did Pound hope to 
better his own career though the performative conflicts he instituted? How did the public facing conflicts of 
the magazines influence their readership and reception?  

  
  
18.3. Orígenes and Ciclón. Translation and Conflicting Poetics in Two Cuban Cultural Magazines  
Marina Popea (University of Oxford)  
 
The present paper seeks to explore the ways in which translation can inform us about the tensions and 
conflicts present in periodical press and underlying cultural change. Its main point is that both literary 
magazines and translation constitute privileged instances for the study of the conflict inherent to the 
cultural field and its diachronic evolution.   

This argument is based on the analysis of the translations published in Cuban magazines Orígenes 
(19441956) and Ciclón (1955-1957), in which two competing poetics are displayed. They correspond, 
roughly speaking, to the French symbolist tradition of pure and hermetic poetry, linked to the figure of the 
demiurge poet on the one hand, and to the anglophone –and essentially American–, demystifying, prosaic 
concept of poetic expression on the other.  

I shall examine, first, the coexistence of these two trends within Orígenes, the ways in which they are 
opposed to each other, and how they relate and confront, which is particularly enlightening as they are led 
by the two editors of the magazine themselves. Thus, this struggle appears to be very much part of the 
identity of the publication, at the same time as it reflects the dynamics of the Cuban literary field. I will then 
observe the changing power relationship between them, that led to the implosion of the editorial team and 
the creation of a new magazine: Ciclón. I shall then consider the manner in which confrontation is enacted 
in this publication, and conclude with the wider impact of this conflict on the evolution of Cuban poetry.  
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PANEL 19: Staging Conflict in the Media 

 
 
19.1.  A conflict over bipartionalism in both the theatrical and the political stage of Greece in 19th c.   
Alexia Altouva (National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece)   
 
The paper will focus on the conflict arisen between two mainstream newspapers of Athens – Καιροί [=The 
Times] and Ακρόπολις [=The Acropolis] - in autumn of 1893, due to the atmosphere of polarization in 
theatre life. The last quarter of 19th century in Greece, is the period during which greek theatre grows, 
develops and flourishes. The whole of the local press follows and supports the efforts made by few 
companies who work professionally all over the greek territory but also out of borders, in greek diaspora. 
This interest reaches its top along with the well-known “facts of Fafsta”, in 1893, relating to the 
bipartionalism in theatre and the dominance of protagonism.  

On the other hand Καιροί and Ακρόπολις belong ideologically to opposite political parties. At the same 
period of time (1875-1893), things are running fast in the political level as the rise of Charilaos Tricoupis in 
power leads to the introduction of bipartionalism in greek political scene. The two main parties and their 
leaders, Deligiannis and Tricoupis remain almost permanent opponents until the end of the century and 
they control the affairs of the state that will end with a bankruptcy at the end of the same year (1893).  

The research will examine the different aspects of this conflict in both levels and its reflection to the 
public opinion.  
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19.2. Conflicting Media: The Listener, Vox, and the Genre of the Cultural Radio Journal   
Birgit Van Puymbroeck (Research Foundation – Flanders – FWO - Ghent University) 
 
This contribution aims to approach the conference theme of conflict by adopting an intermedial 
perspective. It treats the radio journal as a specific type of periodical in which two media meet: sound and 
print, broadcasting and the press.   

The radio journal is still largely uncharted territory within periodical studies that has a tendency to prefer 
the visual to the aural. Nevertheless, the genre of the radio periodical is interesting to the field of periodical 
studies and media studies not only as a source for the study of radio but also as an object in its own right. 
Positioned between radio and the press, the radio journal negotiated various broadcasting and publication 
rhythms. It made up for the features radio lacked by printing visuals that were meant to accompany 
particular broadcasts and by giving listeners a chance to respond. Moreover, it was tied to legal restrictions. 
The Listener, for instance, could print only 10% “original” (that is, non-radio-related) content because of an 
agreement with the press.  

My paper aims to explore the genre of the cultural radio journal by comparing The Listener, the cultural 
weekly of the BBC edited by Richard S. Lambert from 1929 to 1991, to Vox: The Radio Critic and Broadcast 
Review, a weekly independent radio journal edited by the Scottish author Compton Mackenzie from 1929 
to 1930. How do both journals navigate the complex media landscape at the beginning of the twentieth 
century? What positions do they adopt regarding the BBC and the mainstream press? How do they differ in 
content and style? In what ways do they engage with communities of listeners and readers?   
  
 
19.3. What were composers saying about film music?  
Marida Rizzuti (IULM, Milan)  
 
Between February 1924 and Autumn 1946 the quarterly Modern Music played a key role for the 
development of modern music; the purpose of the journal was to inform and update American composers, 
as well as American and European audience about new languages and 20th century music styles. Modern 
Music has been a reference point for the debate on new forms of music, especially what film music 
concerns; the aesthetic positions of the different authors were often conflicting. Through articles and 
reviews, the journal has become an open forum for discussing on contemporary music events: the focus on 
film music, and generally speaking on the sound film, is attested by the column "on the Film Front", which 
concerned the film music compositional techniques and strategies, as well as scores for films produced in 
the United States, Europe and the Soviet Union. Aaron Copland played a central role in the development of 
Modern Music, especially for his focusing on composers such as George Antheil, Charles Ives and Darius 
Milhaud, as well as for having faced jazz structures, and the music produced by Hollywood composers.  

Through the analysis of the reviews and the articles - clearly argumentative - I will emphasize new ways 
of looking at the work of composers for film and I will observe how their approach to composing music for 
cinema has changed the way they conceived music and the act of composition per se. The original point is 
that the music critic is himself a composer, and therefore the act of music criticism includes different 
parameters - so far - relegated to the background.  
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